
 
 

                                                                                                    Myerstown, PA    
                                                                                                    Tuesday, April 8, 2014 
 

President Bryan L. Rittle called the regular monthly meeting of the Myerstown Borough 
Council to order at 7:00 p.m., on Tuesday, April 8, 2014. The meeting was held at the 
Evangelical Theological Seminary, 121 S. College Street, Myerstown, PA  17067. 

     
ROLL CALL: 
 
 After the Pledge of Allegiance, a roll call was taken. Present were: President Bryan L. 
Rittle, Vice President Michael D. Behm, Keith Fox, Barry Lutz, Park W. Haverstick, II, Jeffrey L. 
Thomas, Mayor Gloria R. Ebling; Treasurer Lee C. Smith; Solicitor Frederick S. Wolf; Public 
Works Department Supervisor David C. Fake; Wastewater Department Supervisor Barry A. 
Ludwig; Patrolman Lois Dahl; Manager Christopher J. Moonis and Assistant Secretary Lisa A. 
Brubaker.  
 
MINUTES: 
  

A motion was made by Park W. Haverstick, II, seconded by Michael D. Behm, to 
dispense with the reading of and approve the minutes of the March 11, 2014 Regular Monthly 
Meeting. All those in favor: Motion unanimously carried. 

 
CITIZENS’ AND VISITORS’ COMMENTS:     
  

 A large number of residents were present. The Council President asked to adhere to the 
agenda. Those present regarding the Ordinance 821 would hold their comments till the 
business section, which is where the ordinance is on the agenda. The floor will be opened for 
discussion for that item at that time. He asked if there was anyone present for any other items. 
The item the audience was interested in discussing was the Ordinance 821. There was no 
public comment.  
 
REPORTS TO COUNCIL: 
 

The Council received written reports from the Mayor, Police Department, Department 
Supervisors, Manager and the Solicitor. Staff was present to provide any additional information 
on their report and answer any questions from the Council.   
                                                                                                                                                                   

The Mayor Gloria R. Ebling presented the report. There were no comments.             
 
Police Officer Lois Dahl presented the report. Councilmember Park W. Haverstick, II 

stated there was an energy company soliciting. Officer Dahl stated she did question them. They 
did not have a permit, so she informed them without the permit they needed to stop. There were 
no other comments.   

 
Wastewater Supervisor Barry A. Ludwig presented the report. There were no comments.  
         
There were no comments on the ARRO Engineering report.  
 
Public Works Supervisor David C. Fake presented the report. Councilmember Park W. 

Haverstick, II, asked when the department will start mulching in the recreation areas. The Public 
Works Supervisor stated they will be starting that soon. There were no other comments.  
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The Solicitor’s report was presented. There were no comments.  

 
 Manager Christopher J. Moonis gave a review of the Borough status. The Manager 
informed the Council and residents present there is an informational letter for the Broad and 
Cherry Street restoration project on the sign in table. The Council can strike the appeals 
request. The Manager has worked out an agreement with the inquirer. He would like the Council 
to discuss the Handicap Parking Space placement procedure. Currently, the resident incurs the 
cost, but the handicap stop is public parking. Anyone with the handicap plaque can use the 
space. The Council would like the Manager to prepare a policy for review on the Handicap 
Parking Space placement. The Manager stated a meeting with the Planning/Zoning/Public 
Safety Committee is needed. The office received a written question from a resident for cost 
relating to Ordinance 821. The Manager reviewed the costs. There were no other comments.    
 
           Committee Reports:   
 

Treasurer Lee C. Smith prepared and presented Borough Council with the monthly 
Treasurer’s Report. A motion was made by Barry Lutz, seconded by Michael D. Behm, to 
approve the Treasurer’s Report and have it on file for audit. All those in favor: Motion 
unanimously carried.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
 
 The monthly listing of invoices was presented. A motion was made by Keith Fox, 
seconded by Jeffrey L. Thomas, to approve payment of all invoices as listed. All those in favor: 
Motion unanimously carried.                                                                                                      
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 

The communications were reviewed. There were no other comments.      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
 Borough Council President Bryan L. Rittle read the list of current Committee and Board 
vacancies. If anyone is interested in volunteering to serve on any of these boards contact the 
Borough office.   
 
 Steve Hammer – 5 W. Richland Ave. – stated he would consider an appointment to the 
Civil Service Committee. The Council President asked him to provide a written request for the 
appointment.  
 
 Councilmember Park W. Haverstick, II addressed the audience. These appointments to 
committees are a great opportunity to help. The Borough has a serious need for people to 
serve. The Council needs and wants input and is glad to see everyone here. He wishes the 
Council had to have a larger venue every month to accommodate the residents attending. There 
are issues all throughout the year that affect the people of Myerstown and the Borough needs 
people to volunteer their time whether it is on a commission or in other ways.  All of the 
Councilmembers are citizens of the Borough and there are people trying to portray the Council 
as being sneaky, but they are not. The members face the same issues as residents, they drive  
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the same roads, and see the same property maintenance issues. If people came to the 
meetings and informed the Council, issues could be addressed faster. There is a lot of 
misinformation passed around especially on this Ordinance. Not one citizen ever asked him any 
questions or what the issue was. No one bothered to ask, if so, they would have been better 
informed coming here tonight. His hope is, that people hearing of all these vacancies, will see 
that the Borough their needs help and will come help.  
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
  

We received a Recreation Request Form from the Myerstown Legion Baseball. A motion 
was made by Keith Fox, seconded by Jeffrey L. Thomas, to approve the Recreation Request 
from the Myerstown Legion Baseball Association to use the Large South Baseball Field for the 
2014 season. All those in favor: Motion unanimously carried.  

 
We received the Preventative Maintenance Proposal from C.M. High, Inc. for the traffic 

light service. A motion was made by Michael D. Behm, seconded by Barry Lutz, to approve the 
Preventative Maintenance Proposal from C.M. High, Inc. for the traffic light service for 2014. All 
those in favor: Motion unanimously carried.  

 
We received quotes for the fencing for the Borough ball field. A.K.A. Fencing total was 

$6,853.00 and Evergreen Fence was $5,790.00. The Manager contacted Evergreen to see if 
they would change the fencing to a premium plastic coating and extend the fencing from 40 feet 
to 50 feet to get the right coverage of protection along the baseline. With those changes the 
price would be $6,995.00. A motion was made by Keith Fox, seconded by Jeffrey L. Thomas, to 
approve the quote for the project at the Borough ball field to Evergreen Fence Inc. for 
$6,995.00. All those in favor: Motion unanimously carried.   

 
The Council President asked for a motion to advertise to amend the police pension 

ordinance. A motion was made by Keith Fox, seconded by Barry Lutz, to authorize the 
advertisement to amend the police pension ordinance. All those in favor: Motion unanimously 
carried.    

 
Council President Bryan L. Rittle stated the Codified Ordinances have been received. 

The information is being put together and a link will be placed on the Borough website.  
 
Stephen Hermansky – 16 E. Jefferson Ave. – asked if someone has the right to know 

who a landlord is renting to. The Council President stated the property owner’s information is 
available, but a tenant’s is not. The Landlord does not have to inform the Borough who his 
tenants are. Mr. Hermansky asked why can someone own a property if they do not live here, 
because they are not here to take care of the property. The Council President stated an owner 
does not have to live here, but they are responsible to maintain the property. Robert Jones -120 
N. College Street asked who enforces property maintenance. Property maintenance is enforced 
by a third party code enforcement officer. Parking for apartment units was discussed. Mr. 
Hermansky asked for the amount of fine money paid by the property owner of 107 N. Railroad 
Street. The Borough Solicitor stated he will provide that information to him. The court gave the 
owner a timeframe to correct the violations. The tenant has been evicted and the owner has 
complied with the court order.  
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    TABLED BUSINESS: 
 
 This item was tabled at the March meeting, so the Council President called for a motion 
to return Ordinance 821 – Health Insurance for Members of Council, the Mayor and their 
dependents for discussion. A motion was made by Michael D. Behm, seconded by Keith Fox, to 
bring back for discussion Ordinance 821 – Health Insurance for Members of Council, the Mayor 
and their dependents. All those in favor: Motion unanimously carried.  
  
           The Council President opened the floor for discussion for Ordinance 821. 
  
 Daryl Layser – 140 N. College Street – asked the Manager to review the costs again. 
The Manager gave the currently yearly costs and future yearly costs if every person took the 
insurance and the total yearly contribution from the members. The current healthcare split is 
70% Borough, 30% employee. Mr. Layser appreciated that the Borough Manager had this 
information for the meeting.  The Borough Solicitor stated if the Ordinance is adopted members 
could elect to take the insurance, but may not if their current coverage is better. The member 
would be required to pay the same percentage as the borough employees.    
 
 Brian Boltz – 16 W. Washington Ave. – is concerned where the money is coming from to 
pay for this and where else do part-time workers receive benefits. Taxes are too high now. 
Councilmember Park W. Haverstick, II stated these are good questions. That is why the Council 
is having the discussion. Mr. Boltz stated there are a lot of problems in town and the police 
department doesn’t do anything.  The Council President stated Borough taxes have not been 
raised since 2007.  The Mayor stated she disagrees with the police statement, when she 
became Mayor, she now realizes what the department does and they do a lot. Councilmember 
Park W. Haverstick, II stated if people attended the monthly meeting on a regular basis they 
would be better informed because there was a lot of misinformation coming into tonight’s 
meeting. In the thirty-some years Gloria Ebling has been on Council, each election she has run 
unopposed. The empty seat on Council was won by Jeffrey L. Thomas with four write-in votes. 
Councilmember Jeffrey L. Thomas stated he has no idea what all was going on until he took the 
seat. The Council President Bryan L. Rittle stated it takes time to make changes, but there is 
some new borough staff, a new Manager, and he has already gotten the Borough grant money. 
There are changes happening and hopes the residents will be part of it. Councilmember Barry 
Lutz stated there is a retired officer and a current officer here and the police do know the 
residents and that statement was not fair.       
 
 Joann Steffy – 305 S. Broad Street – discussed budgeting and explained the benefits, 
deductibles and insurance coverage where she is employed. The residents are on a fixed 
income. Ms. Steffy commented that the police do know the residents of the community.  
 
 Mari Conners – 308 S. Broad Street – stated we are an aging community and 
insurances go up every year. She hopes the Council will take that into consideration when they 
vote.  
 
 Dennis Reitz – 130 N. Railroad Street – does not understand why this issue was brought 
up, it should not have been. He also has had excellent results with the police. 
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 Dana Reich – 16 E. Mill Ave. – she stated the reason she did not ask anyone from 
Council is she did not feel it was right to ask them questions in her business. Councilmember 
Park W. Haverstick, II asked her if she posted the letter that was going around about this issue 
at her business. Ms. Reich stated she did not write that, if she did she would have put her name 
to it, she can assume who did it, but it was not her. She is not afraid to attach her name to any 
comments. Councilmember Park W. Haverstick, II stated Ms. Reich was on the Recreation 
Committee and knows how discussion begins. Ideas should not just be shut down they should 
be discussed, like here tonight. Ms. Reich just wanted to provide comments on an issue that 
cannot be afforded when there are streets and other things the money could be spent on.  Ms. 
Reich asked what is the future of the police department because the previous statement was 
not fair to the police. The Council cannot comment, it is a personnel issue.   
 
 Dane Bicher – 425 S. Broad Street – asked if the Borough Code changed to allow for 
insurance and when was the revised Borough Code adopted. The latest version was adopted 
July 2012. Mr. Bicher asked who initially brought it up. The Manger stated he receives all 
notifications of the changes to the code and as part of his job he makes them available to the 
officials. Mr. Bicher expressed to the audience they need to remember when reviewing the tax 
bill the bill is in three parts, the County, the School District and the Borough. With the borough 
taxes they are a bargain.  
 
 Phyllis Oxenrider – 120 E. Main Ave. – stated Lebanon City Councilmembers receive a 
$100.00 a month and no insurance.  
 
 The Council President Bryan L. Rittle asked if there were any other comments, seeing 
none he called for a motion on Ordinance 821. No motion was made, therefore the Ordinance 
dies.   
 
 Sergeant Tice – asked if the Council has received an invitation to the County 
Commissioners meeting regarding the County Central Booking. The Borough has not received 
any correspondence for that meeting.  Sergeant Tice stated the Borough should try to get 
invited and attend the meeting.  
 
 Kate Webster – 13 S. Broad Street – stated she appreciates the police. 
 
 The Mayor Gloria R. Ebling stated now everyone is saying the police were good, why 
didn’t they say this before.   
 
 Eric Bicksler – 411 S. Broad Street - referred to the placement of the weight limit signs 
that were placed at the bridge. The Council President stated the signs were a requirement from 
the State. Mr. Bicksler brought up the parking at the shirt factory. He asked how many tickets 
were written. The Mayor stated the officers have been ticketing. Phyllis Oxenrider stated she 
lives right there and the police have been ticketing and the parking is better in front of their 
home. Mr. Bicksler asked what year was the sewer plant upgraded. The plant upgrade was 
done in 2008 – 2009.  Mr. Bicksler questioned the hole on Railroad Street. The Public Works 
Director stated that is a UGI Utilities cut.  
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EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
No Executive Session was held.  
 
 
COMMENTS FOR THE GOOD OF THE BOROUGH: 
 
 There were no comments. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 A motion was made by Park W. Haverstick, II, seconded by Keith Fox, to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:51 p.m. 
 
  
 
 
 

Lisa A. Brubaker    
Assistant Secretary 
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